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Americans Celebrate Christmas in Diverse Ways 
Christmas, celebrated by most Christians on December 25, commemorates 
the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. Americans, like many of the world’s popula-
tion, have developed their own Christmas traditions and observances, and 
these have changed greatly over time.  
 
Today, most Americans blend religious and secular customs with their own 
family traditions. Thus, even though Christmas is for many Americans a 
religious occasion, the federal courts have upheld its status as a legal holi-
day.  
 
You can find more on Christmas at: http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/
life_and_culture/holidays.html 
 

Celebrate Achievements of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Americans on each third Monday of January honor the life and achievements of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., (1929–1968), the 1964 Nobel Peace laureate and the 
individual most associated with the triumphs of the African-American civil rights 
movement during the 1950s and 1960s. As a political organizer, supremely skilled 
orator and advocate of nonviolent protest, King was pivotal in persuading his fellow 
Americans to end the legal segregation that prevailed throughout the South and parts 
of other regions, and in sparking support for the civil rights legislation that estab-
lished the legal framework for racial equality in the United States. 
Recommended reading at: http://usinfo.state.gov (please open USINFO > Topics > 
U.S. Life, Culture and History > Population and Diversity > African Americans) 
  
African-American History Month 
    Originally established as “Negro History Week” in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, a noted African-
American author and scholar, this event evolved into the establishment of February as "Black History 
Month" in 1976. This commemoration has also been referred to as "African-American History Month." 
Both names are currently in use. 
    The 20th-century struggle to expand civil rights for African Americans involved the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. The civil-rights movement, led especially by Martin Luther King, 
Jr., in the late 1950s and 60s, and the executive leadership provided by President Lyndon B. Johnson, en-
couraged the passage of the most comprehensive civil-rights legislation to date, the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.   It prohibited discrimination for reason of color, race, religion, or national origin in places of public 
accommodation covered by interstate commerce, i.e., restaurants, hotels, motels, and theaters. 
 
Read more on African-American History at: http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/history_geography_and_population/
population_and_diversity/african_americans.html  
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HOLIDAYS IN THE UNITED STATES 
 
Here are a list of holidays traditionally celebrated in the United States, many of which are marked 
as federal holidays: 
 
New Year’s Day 
The U.S. and most other countries celebrate the beginning of the New Year on January 1. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Observed on the third Monday in January, this holiday marks the birth of the civil rights leader Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
In 2008, it will be celebrated on January 21. 
 
Valentine’s Day 
February 14 is a day for sending cards or gifts to people you love. 
 
President’s Day 
On the third Monday in February (February 18, 2008), most states celebrate the births of both George Washington (born 
February 22, 1732) and Abraham Lincoln (born February 12, 1809). 
 
Mother’s Day  
Mothers are honored on the second Sunday in May (May 11, 2008). 
 
Memorial Day / Decoration Day 
The last Monday in May (May 26, 2008) is set aside to remember those who died serving in the military. 
 
Father’s Day 
Fathers are honored on the third Sunday in June (June 15, 2008). 
 
Fourth of July / Independence Day 
July 4 is the anniversary of the 1776 signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
Labor Day 
Labor Day, the first Monday in September, honors American workers. It falls on September 1 in 2008. 
 
Columbus Day 
Celebrated on the second Monday in October, Columbus Day is the anniversary of October 12, 1492, the day Christopher 
Columbus was thought to have arrived in the Americas. It falls on October 13 in 2008. 
 
Halloween 
In Ancient Britain, Druids wore costumes to scare away evil spirits.  The holiday was imported to the United States by Irish immi-
grants. 
 
Election Day 
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November (November 4 in 2008). Election Day is a mandatory holiday in some 
states. 
 
Veterans Day 
Veterans Day, November 11, honors veterans of wars. It marks the anniversary of the armistice (agreement) that ended 
World War I. 
 
Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving was first observed by the Pilgrims in 1621 as a day for thanks and feasting. In 1863, Abraham Lincoln re-
vived the tradition. It comes on the fourth Thursday in November – November 27 in 2008. 
 
Hanukkah 
This eight-day Jewish festival of lights begins on the evening of December 21 in 2008. 
 
Christmas 
Christmas is both a religious and a legal holiday celebrated on December 25. 
 
Kwanzaa 
The seven-day African American festival begins on December 26. It celebrates seven virtues, such as self-determination. 
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Selected websites for Librarians 
Online Training 

Recommended by Tom Sloan 
 
OPAL Online Programming for All Libraries 

http://www.opal-online.org/archive.htm 
SirsiDynix Institute 

http://www.sirsidynixinstitute.com/
archive.php 

WebJunction Courses 
http://www.webjunction.org/do/Navigation?

category=372 
LibraryU 

http://learning.libraryu.org/home/ 
Library Education @ Desktop (LE@D)  

http://web2.unt.edu/cmp_lead/courses.cfm 
Library Weblogs 

http://www.libdex.com/weblogs.html 
Internet Public Library – Blogs 

http://www.ipl.org/div/blogs/ 
Digitization 101 

http://hurstassociates.blogspot.com/ 
Library 2.0 

http://library20.ning.com/ 
Wikipedia http://wikipedia.org/ 

SUCCESSFUL SPEAKER PROGRAM 
 
From November 26th to December 7th, 2007 Mr. Tom Sloan, the Executive Director of the Southeast Florida 
Library Information Network, conducted a two-week speaker program for Armenian librarians. This was the 
Embassy’s 7th Library Speaker Program. The workshop series, coordinated by the Yerevan Information Re-
source Center, was designed with the aim of expanding the "Gift Book Program" to support collection develop-
ment at the Armenian Universities. It also served to monitor Ariel projects implemented at the four Armenian 
academic libraries.  Mr. Sloan conducted six public lectures at the U.S. Embassy IRC, Yerevan State University 
Library, the Caucasus Research Resource Centers Armenia and the American Corner in Gyumri. Additionally, 
Sloan conducted a special presentation for library directors on online training opportunities for Armenian li-
brarians. 
 

Based on the expressed needs of library directors, SEFLIN 
and the Embassy should explore the possibility of demon-
strating Armenia’s first online continuing education pro-
gram/training for library staff.  SEFLIN would identify free 
English language online training modules and work with 
module owners on receiving permission for use.  The Em-
bassy would work with the library community on selecting 
primary training topics (from the list of available free train-
ing), coordinate the translation of the modules to Armenian, 
and promote the service to Armenian library directors. 
 

The Yerevan State Linguistic University/English Department, the State Pedagogical University/English Depart-
ment, and the State Medical University/English Languages all expressed a need for access to English language 
lectures in subject areas studied by their students (political science, American and English studies, psychology, 
and international journalism, tourism, and medicine/health sciences). SEFLIN will explore if such lectures are 
available free over the Internet, and if available, how to provide access to these lectures via a specialized Web 
page.  
 
This Library Speaker program was the 7th such program organized by the U.S. Embassy Public Affairs Section 
in Yerevan. Over 150 librarians representing 10 different libraries of Yerevan, Gyumri and Vanadzor attended 
different speaker programs. The topics of discussion were of great interest to the library community.   

PUBLIC LECTURE IN GYUMRI 
On November 28, 2007, the Executive Director of the South 
East Florida Library Information Network, Tom Sloan, gave a 
special presentation at the American Corner in Gyumri on the 
topic “Google.com, Amazon.com, and What Libraries can learn 
from New Service Models.” Tom Sloan described to the audi-
ence how to find books through these web search portals. It was 
interesting to learn about Google Books’ digitalization efforts. 
Currently the Google Book Search project has agreements with 
the libraries at Harvard University, The University of Michigan, 
The New York Public Library, Oxford University, Stanford Uni-
versity, The University of Wisconsin, The University of Vir-
ginia, The University of Texas, Princeton, and others libraries.  
Mr. Sloan gave some statistics on how many people start 
searches on the Internet by using Google and how many people 
attend library web sites. Before the lecture, Mr. Sloan visited the 
Gyumri State Pedagogical Institute and met with the Head of 
English Department, Anahit Hovhannisyan. At the end of his 
visit to Gyumri, Mr. Sloan visited the Shirak Regional Library. 
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What’s New at The American Corners? 
 
Each month, the U.S. Embassy Information Resource Center organizes “American at the Ameri-
can Corners,” and “Armenian at the American Corners” lectures. All presentations are free of 
charge and open to the public.  
 
IN YEREVAN: WORK AT THE U.S. EMBASSY  

On December 15, Joseph Pennington, Charge´ d´Affaires of the U.S. 
Embassy, gave a presentation at the Yerevan American Corner about 
work at the U.S. Embassy. Mr. Pennington gave a general introduc-
tion about each Embassy section and about the sections’ daily activi-
ties. Mr. Pennington also described the work of the USDA, the U.S. 
Treasury, MCA, and the Peace Corps. 
 
Mr. Pennington’s lecture attracted more than 80 people from differ-
ent NGOs and universities. This was the last “Americans at the 
American Corner” public lecture series of the year and participants 
were very enthusiastic and active, especially during the question and 

answer session. Questions included: What are key characteristics of future diplomats? And: How do I apply 
for a job at the Embassy? The audience was interested in learning more about U.S. policy in Armenia, par-
ticularly related to democracy and freedom of speech. A student who was an audience member at the lec-
ture noted that he was taken to the police station on two occasions because he was distributing pro-
opposition leaflets. Answering questions on Armenian-Turkish relations, Mr. Pennington shared with the 
audience a touching story of his relationship with Hrant Dink, a journalist who was murdered in Turkey, 
whom he met before coming to Armenia. Mr. Pennington told the audience that Dink thought about the 
future, and not about the past. 
 
Mr. Pennington also answered questions about the upcoming 2008 U.S. Presidential elections. Many of the 
participants then joined the Charge´ d´Affaires at the American Corner for an introductory tour and a photo 
session. 
 
IN GYUMRI: CHRISTMAS IN THE UNITED STATES 

On December 20, FLEX alumna Lilit Greyan gave a public lec-
ture at the Gyumri American Corner. The topic was “Christmas 
in the United States.” First, she discussed the historic roots of 
Christmas in America. She noted that the holiday is permitted by 
the U.S. Constitution. Lilit spoke about Christmas carols, Santa 
Claus, and other Christmas traditions. She said that each state 
celebrates Christmas in its own way and each state has its own 
traditions. She also talked about her own Christmas experience in 
the United States. Lilit said she was amazed by how much money 
Americans spend on presents. They start buying presents in No-
vember and finish on Christmas Eve. 
 
After Lilit’s presentation, the audience had an opportunity to 

watch a video about the Gyumri American Corner Christmas party. The participants had a lot of fun. Then, 
American Corner Coordinator, Amalia Stepanyan, offered books to all participants as a Christmas present. 
 
 
IN VANADZOR: RELIGION IN THE UNITED STATES 
On December 5, 2007, the American Corner in Vanadzor hosted 
Daniel Renna, who gave a public lecture entitled ‘Religion in the 
U.S.: Examples of Trends in Faith Unique to America.’ The lec-
turer covered three major topics in religion. He discussed the 
foundations of American religious life, the effect of religion on 
America, and the effect of America on religion. Participants 
learned about the early religious communities, different religious 
representation and the role that religion plays in America’s under-
standing of the world. A group of 10 students from the Vanadzor 
State Pedagogical University attended the lecture which was fol-
lowed by questions and answers. 
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Resources Available at the Information Resource Center 

U.S. Alumni Round Table Program 
 
On December 19, the U.S. Embassy Public Affairs 
Section hosted twenty business and economics stu-
dents at Yerevan State University, the American 
University of Armenia, Armenian-Russian 
(Slavonic) University, and the Yerevan State Insti-
tute of Economics.  They met with specialists from 
private companies and the Central Bank of Armenia 
as apart of the U.S. Alumni Roundtable Program. 
Speakers, who participated in U.S. Government 
sponsored study through the International Visitor 
Leadership Program (IVLP), shared their knowl-
edge and experience in the field of mortgage bank-

ing. The meeting started with presentations on mortgage banking developments and peculiarities in 
Armenia. Discussion focused on government regulations of the commercial banking industry, the 
role of the Central Bank in mortgage banking, the influence of the devaluation of the U.S. dollar, 
and the growth of the mortgage market.  Students also touched upon issues such as the prospects of 
Armenia to become a financial center.  
 
Participants agreed that one of the main problems of Armenian mortgage banking is the lack of 
foreign investment and they discussed ways to make the Armenian market attractive for potential 
investors.  Both students and speakers found the meeting very interesting and useful and agreed to 
meet again in February to continue the discussion on currency devaluation and its impact on im-
ports and exports. 

IRC ONLINE DATABASES 
Here are IRC’s online databases on directories: 

Congressional Directory 
The Congressional Directory is the official directory of the U.S. Congress, prepared by the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing (JCP). Published since 1888, the CD presents short biographies of each member of the 
Senate and House, listed by state or district, and additional data, such as committee memberships, terms 
of service, administrative assistants and/or secretaries, and room and telephone numbers. It also lists offi-
cials of the courts, military establishments, and other Federal departments and agencies, including D.C. 
government officials, governors of states and territories, foreign diplomats, and members of the press, 
radio, and television galleries. 
  

World of Learning 
This is an international guide to the academic world. Provide links to universities, other higher educa-
tional institutions, libraries, art and gallery center of different countries from over the world including 
U.S. and Armenia. Also have a look at www.americancorners.am/links 
 

Associations Unlimited 
 Information about U.S. based or international associations   
 

Books in Print 
 Link provides information about new books plus book reviews.  
 

Leadership Directories 
 Like a “who is who” for the  U.S. political, media, business, and NGO leaders. Also includes info 
about    people who have worked in the U.S., such as the Armenian Ambassador to the U.S. 
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ELECTRONIC JOURNAL 
U.S. Food Aid: Reducing World Hunger 

An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State, December, 2007 

English Learners Corner 
Verb-Preposition Combinations 
Verb-preposition combinations often defy attempts to categorize 
them under any logical system. As a result, the only solution is to 
learn through practice which prepositions are used with which verbs 
under what circumstances. Some of the more troublesome ones are 
presented here. 
 
On behalf of, in behalf of 
On behalf of – as someone’s representative 
The lawyer acted on behalf of my brother to settle the estate. 
In behalf of – in someone’s interest 
I set up a trust fund in behalf of my nephew. 
 
Do you know? 
Top Languages 
Mandarin, the principal language of China, has the most native speakers of any language. 
Spanish ranks second and English is the third as the most common native, or first, languages in 
the world. 
 
Harry Potter  
325,000,000 estimated total copies of Harry Potter books sold worldwide as of May 2007. Estimated 
number of languages Harry Potter has been translated into is 64, including Ancient Greek and Urdu!  
 

 
The U.S. Embassy Information Resource Center is open to the public Monday through Friday from 13:00 to 18:00. 

1, American Ave., Yerevan 0082, Republic of Armenia 
Tel: (374-10) 49-44-11, 49-42-65 

          E-Mail: ircyerevan@usa.am       http://www.usa.am/irc3.html 

It is estimated that some 850 million people around the 
world suffer from hunger and malnutrition. Through arti-
cles written by NGO representatives and U.S. govern-
ment officials, this edition of eJournal USA describes 
some of the ways in which the United States government 
works through its agencies and in conjunction with inter-
national organizations and NGOs to provide food and 
assistance to save lives and to help hungry people feed 
themselves. 
   This e-journal is available at the following web address: 
http://usinfo.state.gov:80/journals/ites/0907/ijee/ijee0907.htm 
   Printed copies of the e-journals are available in the Information 
resource Center 


