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U.S. Embassy Celebrates 5th Anniver-
sary of the Yerevan American Corner 

On April 16, the U.S. 
Embassy marked the 
fifth anniversary of the 
Yerevan American 
Corner. 

In his remarks, PAO 
Tom Mittnacht con-
gratulated the audience 

of over 50 patrons, friends and librarians on the happy 
occasion saying, "The American Corner program is part 
of our effort to provide information about the United 
States and American society to the Armenian people.  
American Corners help increase mutual understanding 
between Armenia and the United States." 

In her welcome remarks, host library director Hasmik 
Karapetyan praised the five years of successful partner-
ship with the U.S. Embassy.  AC coordinator Anna 
Grigoryan presented a slide show about their activities 
and services. 

The American Corner program officially began in Ar-
menia in April 2005 when the U.S. Embassy inaugu-
rated the first Corner in Yerevan.  The success of 
American Corners in Armenia and in Yerevan depends 
on the active support of its staff and patrons.  Over the 
past five years, over 100,000 people have visited the 
Corners in Yerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor and Kapan.   

Since 2005, the Yerevan American Corner organized 56 
public lectures by American diplomats and 32 alumni 
presentations, over 146 movie screenings, English 

classes and club meetings, 
and many other events.  
Patrons borrow over 
10,000 books and U.S. 
magazines annually.  The 
American Corners web 
page provides open access 
to over 1,200 titles via 
online electronic catalog.  

On behalf of the Mission, the PAO donated more than 
100 books of English language grammar and fiction, 
DVD’s, also textbooks, including TOEFL, SAT, and 
GMAT to develop the American Corner’s collection. 

To mark the American Corner anniversary, four differ-
ent displays were prepared for visitors: “The Country of 
50 States,” “American Art and Culture,” “New Books,” 
and a picture gallery to illustrate the Corner’s history.  

To watch the video of the event, please visit: http://
www.youtube.com/user/usembassyarmenia#p/a/u/0/
W3dG68AdJAc 

For more information, please visit:  www.americancorners.am 
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MONDAY MOVIES  
As part of its movie series, an English language film is 
shown at the U.S. Embassy Information Resource Cen-
ter every third Monday of the month.  A 30 minute 
English-language discussion follows each movie.  

Upcoming movie will be shown on May 17, at 15:00pm.  

The next movie to be shown is “The 
Buddy Holly Story” (1978) by Steve 
Rash.  Please contact: ircyere-
van@usa.am if you plan to attend 
the movie series.   
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Roundtable on New and Social Media for Librarians 
  
On April 15, 2010, the U.S. Embassy Yerevan Information Resource Center (IRC) held a workshop on 
New and Social Media for 28 librarians and information specialists from myriad Armenian public, uni-
versity, institutional and school libraries as well as American Corners.  The U.S. Embassy's Public Affairs 
Office staff, in coordination with a specialist from the Caucasus Research Resource Center, presented 
useful tools  of Social and New media.  They covered social bookmarking and tagging, RSS feeds, col-
laboration using wikis, photo sharing, social networking, online book catalogs, e-books, custom search 
engines, and web site usage statistics.  Thomas Mittnacht, Public Affairs Officer of the U.S. Embassy, 
addressed participants.  He noted that the library of the future will need to embrace modern technolo-
gies in order to compete with internet cafes, Kindle, iPod, etc.  

The roundtable speakers introduced useful Social Media tools for librarians. The IRC presented social 
bookmarking pages, which save links to websites to a public site and tag them with keywords. The IRC 
is registered on the www.delicous.com website as http://delicious.com/ircyerevan and shares its 
bookmarks with the public.  Speakers also presented social networking pages with special emphasis on 
www.facebook.com. The U.S. Embassy, the IRC and the CRRC Yerevan are part of the large family of 
about 400 million pages on Facebook and addresses include:  www.facebook.com/
usembassy,  www.facebook.com/ircyerevan, and http://www.facebook.com/crrccenters.  The IRC also 
presented photo sharing websites which allow users to upload their images to a central host site to 
share among family, friends and the world. To explore the IRC event photos on www.flickr.com, click 
on http://www.flickr.com/photos/ircyerevan and for Armenian library photos, go to http://
www.flickr.com/photos/armenianlibraires. 

Participants were interested in Google Reader, custom search engines, Facebook, YouTube,  and Flickr, 
among other pages.  To meet participants' needs in developing their own Social Media tools, the IRC 
will conduct a few separate sessions on Facebook, RSS feeds, and online bookmarking for smaller 
groups of participants. 

IRC Hosts Round Table on New and Social Media 

Nerses Hayrapetyan discussing future plans after the session Tom Mittnacht addresses participants   
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What’s New at The American Corners? 
IN YEREVAN: The Literature and Poetry of the Beats in 1950s America 

To mark National Poetry Month and National Library Week in the United States and Arme-
nia, on April 17 American Corner Yerevan organized an "Americans at the American Cor-
ner" public lecture. The guest speaker, U.S. Embassy Political/Economic Officer Charles 
Lobdell, presented a lecture entitled “The literature and poetry of the Beats in 1950s 
America.” 

Describing the meaning of the word “beat,” a generation of crazy, illuminated hipsters, 
our speaker talked about the characteristics of Beat writing: dedication to spontaneity, 
open-form composition, spiritual yearning, challenging limits of free expression, etc. 

Lodbell presented the outstanding representatives of the beat literature and poetry, Jack 
Kerouac and his work “On the Road”, published in 1957, Allen Ginsberg’s ”Howl” and Wil-
liam S. Burroughs’s “Naked Lunch.” The lecturer also read several lines from the works of 

the authors. 

Around 35 students, different professionals, and alumni were present at the auditorium to become acquainted with the beat 
generation and learn this new kind of literature and poetry genre. More information about the Beat Generation is available 
at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_Generation 

IN VANADZOR: Guns Possession in the US and Armenia 

On Wednesday April 7, 2010, the U.S. Embassy Legal Advisor Steve Kessler gave a public lecture  in Vanadzor. 

During the lecture participants discussed many sides of the issue “having guns” in America.  Students learned that most 
Americans like having guns and they considered both the advantages and disadvantages of having them.  Kessler spoke about 
the laws that allow carrying guns. 

All participants expressed their opinions and tried to understand why people are so interested in guns.  Some of the students 
said that they feel more secure with a gun.  At the end of the lecture, they reached the conclusion that, besides having guns, 

people should know when and where to use them. Students and graduates of differ-
ent local universities participated in the lecture. 

IN GYUMRI: Fulbright Stories. DCpedia  
On April 13, 2010, the Gyumri American Corner hosted a public lecture about Wash-
ington, D.C. The lecture was held by 2007-2008 Fulbright alumni Astghik 
Shahkhatuni. 

Through photos and anecdotes about the memorials, monuments, buildings and 
statues in the nation's capital, Ms. Shahkhatuni presented the life of the greatest U.S. 
presidents, influential founding fathers, and other important people and events in 
the history of the U.S. The participants also learned about the capital of the United 

States and its layout, emphasizing the importance of the legislature by placing the U.S. 
Capitol building in the center of the city. Astghik also provided information about the nota-

ble people and buildings featured on U.S. currency. She discussed the richly decorated, colorful rooms in the White House 
and the impressive interior of the Library of Congress, as well as various places of worship, museums, and parks in the Dis-
trict.  More than 15 people from different universities participated to the lecture.   

Corruption and Society 

On April 14, at the Gyumri American Corner, USAID/Armenia democracy advisor Mark 
Levinson gave a public lecture entitled “Corruption and Society.”  Levinson asked the 
participants to define corruption and how it affects their everyday life? As most of the 
participants were local university students, they gave examples from their student life 
and the field of education. 

Mr. Levinson presented some high ranking politicians from U.S. who had taken bribes.  
Then he explained what kind of environment is conducive to corruption such  as per-
ceived need of entitlement, opportunity, and lack of consequences.   He also addressed 
the question, why is fighting  corruption important? Levinson also brought some statis-
tics about the corruption in the world using information from Transparency International 
web page: http://www.transparency.org 

Charles Lobdell at Yerevan Ameri-
can  Corner 

Discussing with lecture participants 

Mark Levinson talking to audience 
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ONLINE BOOK CATALOGS 

There are a few popular book cataloging, or bookshelf 
sites on the Internet. These sites allow you to upload 
your book cataloging records to them. Here are the 
most popular bookshelf sites, with a brief description:  
GoodReads is a free Web site for book enthusiasts who 
want to review, rate, and create a community around 
books that they like.  
LibraryThing was designed by librarians so it is has a lot 
more features than the other bookshelf sites. You can 
tag books by subject and you can organize them by 
Library of Congress classification number or Dewey.  

BOOKS 2.0 OR EBOOKS  

There has been a lot of discussion about the future of 
the printed book. We now have e-books and e-book 
readers like Kindle that are becoming very popular. 
Google Books now holds millions of titles, and counting.  
There are some people, like the Japanese, that habitu-
ally read books on their mobile phones! There are also 
debates about whether the trend to get information 
online has made people less likely to read an entire 
book, and whether the Internet is making people less 
intelligent, or even stupid.  
Book Program Resources: 
LitLovers began as an online course and has grown into 
a literature community. Look here for ideas on how to 
start and run a book club, how to discuss a book, and 
more.  
Kidsreads and Teenreads are great places for young 
people to find information about their favorite books 
and authors. You can find book reviews, interviews 
with authors, games and other information here.  
Wired for Books is a project sponsored by Ohio Univer-
sity. It provides audio interviews with famous authors, 
including major prize winners.  
Here are a few places where you can find free ebooks. 

�� Ebooks on America.gov  

�� ebrary Discover BooksInMyPhone  

�� Google Books for Mobile Phones  

�� The Online Books Page  

�� Project Gutenberg  

�� NetLibrary  

 POPULAR CULTURE UNIVERSE DATABASE 

Pop Culture Universe: Icons, Ideals, Ideas (PCU) is an 
attractive and authoritative digital library of articles 
and photographs about American and worldwide popu-
lar culture.  

Popular culture is democracy in action, and reflects 
aspirations, dreams, and values. The materials in the 
digital library can be used by teachers, librarians, volun-
teers and others to investigate topics that appeal to 
young people everywhere.  It is built on hundreds of 
authoritative reference books and reflects no advertis-
ing or other questionable content.  PCU combines the 
convenience of web technology with the best of schol-
arship, and also adds a measure of fun.  

This digital library is paid for by the U. S. State Depart-
ment for use in American Corners.   

Please write to IRC Yerevan with all your inquiries 
about using the PCU for programming and research, at 
ircyerevan@usa.am or apply to the nearest American 
Corner in your neighborhood. 

Popular Culture Universe is available to all managers of 
American Corners.  

Ask for a login and password from your American Cor-
ner coordinator. 

Please visit the site at http://pop.greenwood.com/
login.aspx. 

Pop Culture contains 401 books, 5,577 book chapters, 19,272 
encyclopedia entries, and 8,352 images. 

New and Social Media (Web 2.0)  New Database 
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On June 20-24, Davit Sargsyan, Director of the National Library of Armenia and 
Shushanik Khachikyan, Deputy Director of Matenadaran, will participate in the 
World Digital Library  Meeting, organized by the Library of Congress in Washington. 
In addition, the U.S. State Department will fully fund their participation in the 

American Library Association National Conference from June 26 to June 29. 

LIBRARIES IN THE DIGITAL AGE 
About the World Digital Library 

The World Digital Library (WDL) makes available on 
the Internet, free of charge and in multilingual for-
mat, significant primary materials from countries 
and cultures around the world.  

The principal objectives of the WDL are to: 

Promote international and intercultural understand-
ing; 

Expand the volume and variety of cultural content 
on the Internet; 

Provide resources for educators, scholars, and general audiences; 

Build capacity in partner institutions to narrow the digital divide within and between 
countries.  

Background 

U.S. Librarian of Congress James H. Billington proposed the establishment of the WDL 
in a speech to the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO in June 2005. The basic idea 
was to create an Internet-based, easily-accessible collection of the world's cultural 
riches that would tell the stories and highlight the achievements of all countries and 
cultures, thereby promoting cross-cultural awareness and understanding. UNESCO 
welcomed the idea as a contribution toward fulfilling UNESCO's strategic objectives, 
which include promoting knowledge societies, building capacity in developing coun-
tries, and promoting cultural diversity on the Web. UNESCO Director-General Koi-
chiro Matsuura designated UNESCO's Directorate for Communication and Informa-
tion, led by Dr. Abdul Waheed Khan, to work with the Library of Congress to develop 
the project.  

WDL Milestones 

June 2005: Librarian of Congress James H. Billington proposes establishing a World 
Digital Library to UNESCO.  

December 2006: UNESCO and the Library of Congress co-sponsor an Experts Meeting 
with key stakeholders from all regions of the world. The Experts Meeting results in a 
decision to establish working groups to develop standards and content selection 
guidelines. 

October 2007: The Library of Congress and five partner institutions present a proto-
type of the future WDL at the UNESCO General Conference. 

April 2009: The WDL is launched to the international public, with content about every 
UNESCO member state. 

Partners are mainly libraries, archives, or other institutions that have collections of 
cultural content that they contribute to the WDL. Partners may also include institu-
tions, foundations, and private companies that contribute to the project in other 
ways, for example by sharing technology, convening or co-sponsoring meetings of 
working groups, or contributing financially. 

For more information please visit: http://www.wdl.org/en/ 

Global Reach 

UNITED KINGDOM  
The University of Oxford has announced a 
£78-million ($117.6-million U.S.) renova-
tion plan for its world-famous Bodleian 
Library building. The project, designed by 
Wilkinson Eyre Architects, has three aims: 
to create high-quality storage for its spe-
cial collections, to support advanced re-
search, and to expand public access. The 
library will reopen in 2015 as the Weston 
Library.--University of Oxford, Mar. 4. 

FRANCE  
The Bibliothèque Nationale has acquired 
the original, uncensored diaries of Ve-
netian adventurer and author Giacomo 
Casanova (1725-98). In what could be the 
most expensive manuscript sale ever, a 
mystery donor purchased the 3,700 pages 
on behalf of the library for a price alleg-
edly in excess of 5 million euros ($6.8 
million U.S.).--The Guardian (U.K.), Feb. 
18. 

GERMANY  
The German Digital Library wants to make 
millions of books, films, images, and audio 
recordings accessible online, More than 
30,000 libraries, museums, and archives 
are expected to contribute their digitized 
cultural artifacts. The goal is to integrate 
the collection with Europeana, launched 
in 2008, and to compete with Google 
Books. Some 45,000 works have been 
scanned so far at the Munich Digitization 
Center of the Bavarian State Library.--Der 
Spiegel, Feb. 19. 

ITALY  
Google has inked a deal with the govern-
ment to digitize up to 1 million books 
from the national libraries in Florence and 
Rome. The books were all published be-
fore 1868 (which means that copyright 
laws do not apply). The libraries will also 
be able to share the digital copies with 
Europeana to gain a wider audience.--
Christian Science Monitor, Mar. 11. 

Source: American Libraries, 
April 2010, page 17. 

 



 

6 

ELECTRONIC JOURNALS 
Of the U.S. Department of State 

 

 
The U.S. Embassy Information Resource Center is open to the public Monday through Friday from 13:00 to 18:00. 

1, American Ave., Yerevan 0082, Republic of Armenia 
Tel: (374-10) 49-44-11, 49-42-65 

          E-Mail: ircyerevan@usa.am       http://armenia.usembassy.gov/irc.html 

IRC VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE  
We would like to inform you know that since August 
2009 we started posting a video highlights to illustrate 
the American 
Corners in 
Armenia and 
U.S. Embassy 
Information 
Recourse 
Center’s 
movie pro-
grams, round 
table discus-
sions and 
American Corner programs and activities. 

Here are some of the links that you may find helpful to 
learn more about our activities.  

IRC Yerevan hosts roundtable on Protection of Business 
Interests, February 25, 2010 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CifWO_DtpBI 
Information Resource Center Monday Movie Program. 
Screening of Julie & Julia movie, March 1, 2010  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-
DBSAnJ6oA&feature=channel 

IRC Round Table on New and Social Media, April 15, 
2010 

http://www.youtube.com/user/usembassyarmenia#p/
a/u/1/U71PNdcxzSw 

American Corner Yerevan 5th Anniversary, April 16, 
2010 
http://www.youtube.com/user/usembassyarmenia#p/
a/u/0/W3dG68AdJAc 

EJOURNAL USA: “21ST-CENTURY AGRICUL-
TURE” 
Humanity's longest struggle has been to feed itself. This 
eJournal USA explores how 21st century technical 
prowess and agricultural skill hold the key to feeding 
the growing populations of the future. 

The URL for the journal is: http://www.america.gov/
publications/
ejournalusa.html 

PDF and Internet versions are 
currently available in English 
on www.america.gov, the IIP 
Web site. Selected articles 
will also be available for com-
ment and discussion on the 
eJournal USA Facebook page 
at http://
www.facebook.com/
ejournalUSA 

 
 
 

 
3 -World Press Freedom Day 

7 - World Red Cross Day 
9 - Mother's Day  

16 - Biographers Day 
17 - Int'l Museum Day 

29 - Int'l Jazz Day 
31 - Memorial Day 

31 - World No Tobacco Day  

Browse Holiday Smart for complete holiday, events, 
celebrations, and calendars around the world. 

EARTH DAY 2010 
Earth Day -- April 22 -- each year marks the anniversary of the birth of the modern environ-
mental movement in 1970.  
Among other things, 1970 in the United States brought with it the Kent State shootings, the 
advent of fiber optics, "Bridge Over Troubled Water," Apollo 13, the Beatles' last album, the 
death of Jimi Hendrix, the birth of Mariah Carey, and the meltdown of fuel rods in the Sa-
vannah River nuclear plant near Aiken, South Carolina -- an incident not acknowledged for 
18 years. 
It was into such a world that the very first Earth Day was born.  
Read more: History of Earth Day 
Proclamation by President Obama for Earth Day 2010 
Video Message by Clinton on 40th Anniversary of Earth Day 
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